Gothic Architecture:

Reaching for the Heavens
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BURGOS CATHEDRAL
Spain)

Premier example of Spanish

Gothic, known for its intricate

stone carvinge and

monumental scale.

NOTRE DAME DE PARIS
(France)

Began in 1163, showcasing
the perfect harmony of Gothic
proportions.

DECORATIVE &
FUNCTIONAL
ELEMENTS

Stained Glass & Rose Windows
Vibrant "vitrales” and massive
circular rosettes replaced solid %z
stons, filling the nave with
color and light.

THE ENGINEERING
REVOLUTION
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POINTED ARCHES
(Arcus Gjlceles)
Narrow, pointed arches
allowed for much taller
structures than rounded
arches used in

previous eras.
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RIBBED VAULTS
(06veda de Cruceria)
Intersecting vault system
distributed weight
efficientty, allowing for
higher collings an
thinner walls.
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THE BIRTH
OF GOTHIC

12TH CENTURY FRANCE
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Originating in 131h Century France: The Philosophy of Light and Height:
Around 1148 at the Beslice of Saint- Verticallty replaced horizontal
Denis, sparked by religious refurma lines, symbolizing a lfteral and
seeking more spiritual, elevated spaces.  spiritual reach toward God.
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monumental scale.
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BURGOS CATHEDRAL ¥

Premier example of Spanish L -
Gothic, known for its THE SILK EXCHANGE
intricate stone carvings and (Valencia, Spain)

Also known as “La Lonje de la
Soda,” represents the pack of
Civil Gothic architecture used
for trade and commerce.

PINNACLES AND SPIRES

Sharp, pointed “pindaulos” were added to

the tops of buildings to provide extra

stability and reinforce the sense of verticality.

GARGOYLES:

Scaring and Draining
These grotesque stone
figures served a dual purpose:
acting as decerative mater
sponts for drainage and
searing away evil spirits.

FLYING BUTTRESSES
(Arbotantes)

Exterior supports that
carried the weight of the
heavy roof away from
the walls, preventing

the building from
collapsing ootward.

Divine Symbolism:

Light represented divinity,
creating a mystical atmosphere
for prayer and reflection.
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